
 

Curriculum vitae 
PD Dr. rer. nat. habil. Simon Poppinga 

Contact and general information 

Botanical Garden of the Technical University of Darmstadt 

Department of Biology | Schnittspahnstraße 10 | 64287 Darmstadt 

Phone: 06151 16-22340  | E-Mail: simon.poppinga@tu-darmstadt.de 
 

ORCID (0000-0001-5341-9188)  Google Scholar  ResearchGate 

Personal status 

Born 13.12.1979 in Aurich, Germany. Married, three children. 

Current and previous positions 

since 2022: Senior lecturer and scientific director of the Botanical Garden at TU Darmstadt, 

PI for “Biomechanics, functional morphology and biomimetics” 

2013-2021: Postdoc and group leader at the Botanical Garden of the University of Freiburg 

2009-2013:  Research assistant (PhD candidate) at the Botanical Garden of the University of Freiburg 

2007-2009: Graduate assistant at the Nees-Institute of the University of Bonn 

Academic degrees 

2022: Umhabilitation at the TU Darmstadt 

2020: Habilitation and Venia legendi (PD Dr. rer. nat. habil.) in Botany (University of Freiburg) 

2013: PhD (Dr. rer. nat.) in Biology, final mark: summa cum laude (with distinction) 

First supervisor: Prof. Thomas Speck, Botanical Garden, University of Freiburg 

2007: Diploma (Dipl.-Biol.) in Biology, final mark: sehr gut (A, excellent) 

First supervisor: Prof. Wilhelm Barthlott, Nees Institute for Biodiversity of Plants, University of Bonn 

Activities as journal editor 

since 2023 Handling Editor for the Journal of Experimental Botany 

since 2022 Editorial Board member for Bioinspiration & Biomimetics 

since 2018 Associate Editor for the American Journal of Botany 

Guest Associate Editor for the Journal of Experimental Botany (2021), Frontiers in Plant Science (2018-2019), AoB 

PLANTS (2018). 
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